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The Community The Hurt 


Carl Elder, Resident Protestant Chaplain 


“Western 


Reprinted from 
publication the Western 
Theological Seminary, Pittsburgh, Penn., 
one the nine seminaries the Presby- 
terian Church the This sem- 
inary Chaplain alma 


Watch,’ 


When read the opening words used 
General Carlos Romulo his ad- 
dress the Bandung Conference, 
belong the community the hurt, 
the heartbroken and deferred hopes,” 
knew had found, after long search, 
the thought around which could build 


With these words, introduce you 
friends the Public Health Service 
Hospital Carville, Louisiana. The pa- 
tients here suffer from Hansen’s disease, 
traditionally called and 
such they belong the “community 
the hurt.” 


serve these people the Protestant 
Chaplain appointed and supported 
the American Leprosy Missions, 
terdenominational mission with which 
the Presbyterian Church, 
Thus the religious work the Carville 
Hospital not officially sponsored 
the Public Health Service. Nor are the 
opinions expressed this article neces- 
sarily the views the Public Health 
Service; they are own personal views 
and are regarded. 

people are indeed among those 
who belong the “community the 
hurt.” this they share common 
experience with all people who are sick, 
for any sickness more than just bodily 
infirmity. The emotional shock may in- 
jure the self way often worse than 
the physical pain. The self then seeks 
means compensation and relief 
retreating into one many courses, 
humility, shame, inferiority, failure, 
with the final result the 
desire withdraw and remain apart 
instead the effort seek again nor- 
mal life society. 

People who suffer from Hansen’s dis- 
ease suffer both bodily and emotional 
hurt, but the two the blow the 
spirit the more traumatic, the more 
shocking the mental life. There 
the shock knowing that one afflict- 
what perhaps the most chronic 
all diseases, from 
even its quickest, can hoped for 
only after months, more probably years, 
treatment. Besides, they have heard 
all the horrible deformities that at- 
tend this disease under its traditional 
name the Biblical cry, “Un- 
clean, unclean,” rings their ears. 

They have been branded name 
that associated the public mind 
with condition physically loathsome 
and morally impure, From the pulpit, 
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from the press, and from other sources 
they have heard references “moral 
lepers,” the legal profession,” 
“as popular leper,” and other such 
phrases which connote everything un- 
and repulsive individual. 

And what does mean? has 
definite meaning; and can 
made mean anything. Before using 
such term, therefore, any minister 
should ask himself just what person 
called “leper.” honest answer 
would erase the term from the vocab- 
ulary every minister the Gospel 
and hope will erased. 

While improved medical treatment 
may heal the hurt done the body, 
the emotional hurt aggravated be- 
cause this the community the un- 
wanted. 

They have been branded name 
which they fear because feared 
others. few other examples 
behavior does our nearness the pri- 
mal reactions early man clearly 
This perhaps the only dis- 
ease where the social attitude toward 
the patient greater barrier sound 
medical care than any difficulty di- 
agnosis treatment. 

earlier days, when medical 
edge was limited and “old wives’ tales” 
more relied upon, was perhaps excus- 
able that people regarded with fear and 
horror the dreaded name “leprosy.” 
But that the modern world people 
should subjected such irrational 
attitudes hard understand, 

News regarding patients afflicted with 
this disease nearly always headlined 
with the word, and fallacious 
stories with such lurid titles as, Was 
One the Living Dead,” or, Day 
Started Rot,” are published cheap 
but widely read magazines. Then there 
are the preachers who talk “the lep- 
rosy and the missionaries who 
bring home and display pictures ad- 
vanced cases which, while authentic, are 
also misleading. 

People insist referring the vic- 
tims Hansen’s disease “lepers,” for- 
getting both the effect upon the patient 
and the fact that medical science has 
banned the word the name for those 
afflicted with the ailment. Persistence 
the worst which that 
loosens the purse-strings more readily. 
Because these attitudes the castle 
normal life, the “Vision Sir 
Launfall,” remains closed and forebod- 
“sneak” into the normal relationships 
life, must live fear lest his 
secret discovered security 
lost. 


Chaplain Carl Elder 


When patient Carville needs friend, 
know that can turn Chaplain 
Carl Elder and that, regardless race, color 
creed (and where the world can 
found more heterogeneous population than 
here) and receive wholesome, spiritual and 
understanding counsel, the kind that gives 
one lift mind and heart. 

Chaplain Elder has identified himself with 
the patients, because believes our cause 
just and right. belongs our local 
American Legion Post, Voiture and 
the Point Clair Lions Club. Mrs. Elder be- 
longs the local American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit and the 40. 

former Chaplain the U.S. Air Force, 
served during World War Chaplain 
Elder came his Carville post November 
1951 with admirable background for 
hospital chaplaincy. During his fifteen years 
Presbyterian missionary Central and 
Northern Thailand, made regular visits 
the Chiengmai Leprosy Home. was 
through that work that became interested 
Hansen’s disease. 

The American Leprosy Missions, Inc., New 
York, supports the Protestant work this 
hospital. They also built the Interdenomina- 
tional Chapel and the Chaplain’s home 
the grounds. 


One example from own experi- 
ence highlights this. young couple dis- 
missed from Carville arrested cases 
were residing well-known city. 
When they leased half duplex apart- 
ment, questions were asked 
where they had come from, 

Nearly three months later the land- 
lady came haste tell them that 
they must vacate three days. She 
had learned that they were from Car- 
ville; and she declared that she would 
never able rent this her othe: 
apartment should the fact their re- 
sidence known, 


They could not protest nor appeal 
lest publicity only worsen their plight. 
Another apartment was found; but 
few months later the wife said me, 
neighbors lest they learn where have 
been.” 

discriminate against any person 
cause something cannot help 
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(cont’d from page 


the cruelest kind persecution. 
unwanted when the very secret your 
recovery depends much being 
wanted the “most unkindest cut 
all” the human spirit. 

The Texas Health Bulletin for Au- 
gust, 1955, puts the whole matter suc- 
cintly when says: “In this modern 
time, the aura fear 
surroundng Hansen’s disease (leprosy) 
unrealistic Paul Bunyan and 
his ox, Old 

The great difference between work 
and that Chaplain McGugin, describ- 
the March, 1954, issue Western 
Watch, that those whom 
ters are “in prison” because some overt 
breach the law for which they are 
least part, while those 
whom minister are sick through 
fault their own, yet suffer social dis- 
crimination. 

And this community whose 
hopes have been deferred. Perhaps the 
wise man who said, “Hope deferred 
makes the heart sick” (Prov. 13:12), 
had the members communities like 
Carville mind. Certainly his words 
apply them. 

For centuries they had hope. The 
inscription said over the gate 
the Surinam hospital for Hansen’s dis- 
ease might well have been 
all “Abandon hope, 
all who enter here.” 

Advance medical treatment has 
made the expectation physical res- 
toration greater certainty, the 
ancient prejudices and fears which 
victim this disease held still cast 
deep and discouraging shadows over the 
lives every patient. Long hospitaliza- 
tion, separation from home, and very 
often abandonment family and 
friends sap the resources hope and 
finally insulate the sufferer from his nor- 
mal world. 

develops fear fear, and often 
comes the point where accepts the 
social prejudices true. longer does 
have desire return normal 
life even more tragic his normal life 
becomes one isolation. 
sick, 

Who able for such 
one, for this not ministry 
one person others, but ministry 
mutual service. both minister and 
ministered unto, enter into this fel- 
lowship suffering opens the inner 
chambers the soul. 

The words Paul, “If one member 
suffers all suffer together; one mem- 
ber honored, all rejoice together,” 
mean something different now. 
share the disappointments that 
come year after year the hoped 
for improvement not experienced, 
watch the shadow isolation fall 
face when realization that home ties are 
mind, try keep alive hope when 


blindness drawing its shutter across 
the window the soul all this 
share not only the suffering but also 
the courage and faith that shine 
through the suffering. 

There are nearly three miles en- 
closed corridors this hospital. Since 
almost ninety per cent our patients 
are ambulatory, they are met 
somewhere they from the in- 
firmary, the chapels, 
building, the dining 

“Corridor important; 
and there plenty opportunity. The 
heart-to-heart talk often rises sponta- 
neously from word greeting 
friendly inquiry. Room visitation and 
office conferences are occasions for im- 
portant discussions and for prayer. 

One’s being shut off from the world 
does not mean extinction one’s nor- 
mal desires. Institutional food institu- 
tional clothing never quite satify; and 
there are requests that purchase some 
special dainty, some article cloth- 
ing seen the catalogue heard ad- 
vertised over the radio, 

This calls for weekly shopping trip. 
have been asked get many things 
from pig-tails bird cages. Along with 
tions and problems patients with this 
disease, have developed some talent 
personal shoppers. 

Our service here, the ministry 
the Church everywhere, must pattern- 
after that our Lord. His ministry 
those afflicted with the traditional dis- 
ease called leprosy was “the touch 
the outstretched hand.” One his earli- 
est acts mercy was the healing 
man “full leprosy,” which was done 
stretching out his hand and touching 
the man. 

The touch was more than one 
healing; was also one restoration, 
This where your ministry and mine 
join. sharing the experiences 
friends here, also share the won- 
derful ministry healing, forgiveness, 
and restoration, But the last, restoration, 
not complete unless can point them 
the Church the outside world that 
also “reaches out her hand” and says, 
“You are whole and are welcome into 
our fellowship. not afraid, for there 
are open you the same opportunities 
that are available others.” 

Brethern, from five ten million 
people the world who suffer from 
Hansen’s disease look the Church for 
this assurance. ministry, and that 
others who serve like capacity, not 
complete unless the one 
from the Church. 

--- Abridged 


Religious Pubiications 


Spotlight 


The Christian Century, very old and 
highly respected undenominational jour- 
nal religion, its February 15, 1956, 


issue carries feature article Frank 
Brown Norfolk, Virginia. Dr. 
Brown, who spent years Presby- 
terian minister China, former 
Carville patient. describes his ex- 
periences during his hospitalization here, 
and relates incidents much human 
interest. Everybody Carville loves 
and respects Dr, Brown. was great 
influence for good here. splendid 
article except for the title for which 
Dr. Brown not responsible. shail 
probably reprint Dr, 
THE STAR. 


Two other religious publications 
recent months have published feature 
stcries spotlighting disease, 
Presbyterian Life (November 12, 1955) 
had Colony the Hopeful” Tru- 
Wiley. Mrs. Wiley’s story relates her 
experiences Sin Poong (HD) Colony 
the southern part Korea, where she 
and her husband did 
work. The article very well done and 
gives colorful description communi- 
life, and sympathetic understand- 
ing the problem Korea. Mrs. Wiley 
reports that around 150,000 people 
fer from Hansen’s disease Korea. 

Missionary Horizons (December 
1955) carried fine review the 
New Hearts, New Faces Emory Ross 
and Gene Phillips. The review, written 
Ruth Heagen Patton, Zanesville, 
Ohio, was much more than book re- 
view. contained some very challeng- 
ing statements such as, “actually the 
United States the worst country 
the world its ignorance regarding this 
disease, with the result that more 
difficult here for discharged leprosy 
patient get job than anywhere else, 
all people need get the facts 
and pass them others whenever 
(Touche’, Mrs. Patton) 


Dr. Cochrane Addresses 


ALM Meeting 


Dr. Robert Cochrane, London, 
technical medical adviser the Ameri- 
can Leprosy Missions, addressed semi- 
annual meeting the Missions Ra- 
leigh, N.C. late January. Regional 
meetings are being held throughout the 
country during 1956 celebrate the 
Golden Jubilee the work ALM. 

Cochrane considered one the 
world’s leading authorities Hansen’s 
disease, and adviser the British 
Government the illness. will leave 
London the near future tour 
hospitals Nigeria, India and Thailand 
for the Missions. 

While his stay the States was brief, 
Dr. Cochrane plans return October 
for the annual meeting the Missions. 
intends again visit this hospital 
before the end 1956. 
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Honor Guests Table Award Luncheon 


r.) Howard Crouch, Rev. Robert Campbell, M.M.; Sister Mary Augustine, 
Perry Hon. John Rafferty, Msgr. Emmett Miss Elizabeth Doran, 
Hon. Luther Martin, Rev. William Anderson, Mrs. Frank McGovern, and Very Rev. 


Alfred Richards. 


former Methodist minister, Mr, 
Perry Burgess Geneva-on-the-Lake, 
Ohio, president the Leonard Wood 
Memorial, author and humanitarian, 
the 1956 recipient the annual award 
Catholic organization, The Damien- 
Dutton Society striking example 
brotherhood action. The award 
made yearly outstanding person 
the field who has contributed through 
education, science humanitarian ef- 
fort aid those suffering with Hansen’s 
disease. 

The Damien-Dutton Society, with 
New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, provides, “under Catholic aus- 
pices, relief and recreation for leprosy 
patients, regardless race creed,” 
design happy coincidence, the 
award-luncheon was held Saturday, 
February 18, almost the eve Na- 
tional Brotherhood Week. 

Over 150 guests attended the award- 
luncheon The Pines, Metuchen, 
Huge likenesses the bookcovers 
Mr. Burgess’s books Who Walk Alone 
and Born Those Years supplied the 
central decorative scheme and the 
were profusion flowers. 

Presentation the Damien-Dutton 
plaque Perry Burgess was 
the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Emmett Monahan, 
Diocesan Director the Propagation 
the Faith and member the Govern- 
ing Board the Damien-Dutton Society. 
The text Msgr. Monahan’s address 
appears page 

The plaque sculptured 
Amendola Boston, bears the likenesses 
Father Damien and Brother Dutton, 
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with the inscription, Damien-Dutton 
ward For God and Humanity. was 
inscribed Perry Burgess: “For out- 
standing personal interest and self-dedi- 
cation the search for personnel, funds, 
and improved scientific equipment 
meet the problems Hansen’s 
was presented Mr. Burgess the 
basis his activities head the 
Leonard Wood Memorial, well for 
the authorship his books, 

Also taking part the ceremonies 
were His Excellency, the Most Rev. 
George Ahr, Bishop Trenton; the 
Rev. William Anderson, assistant 
Monahan; Hon. John Rafferty, 
toastmaster; Miss Bettyann Papcun, solo- 
ist; Robert Brereton, organist, and Miss 
Elizabeth Doran, chairman the 1956 
Award luncheon. 

Among the honor guests were the 
Very Rev. Alfred Richards, 
Provincial the White Fathers Afri- 
ca; Rev. Robert Campbell, Marynoil 
priest who represented Father Sweeney 
and also personal friend Mr. Bur- 
gess; Hon. Luther Martin, Mayor the 
City Highland Park, N.J.; Mrs. Frank 
McGovern, President the Damien- 
Dutton Society; Howard Crouch, Found- 
er-Director the Damien-Dutton Socie- 
ty; Sister Mary Augustine, Editor 
Marist Missions and member the 
Board Governors the Society; 
delegation from the Leonard Wood 
Memorial, New York; 
tives many religious communities 
cluding the Irish Medical Mission Sisters, 
Franciscan Missionaries Mary, White 
Sisters Africa, Medical Missions Sis- 


Award Presented Perry Burgess 


ters Philadelphia, Marist Missionary 
Sisters, Sisters Charity, Convent Sta- 
tion and Sisters Divine 


Significant Research Report 


his acceptance speech, Mr. Burgess 
observed that research Hansen’s dis- 
ease has broadened its benefits hu- 
manity. Some the most recent findings 
are useful tuberculosis, said. 
the course his speech, Mr. 
submitted report from the 
department bacteriology and immu- 
nology Harvard University. The re- 
port, prepared Dr. John Hanks, di- 
rector the Memorial’s research actiy- 
ities the Harvard Lab, told new 
method studying metabolic activity 
bacilli which makes possible 
tabulate the percentage bacilli which 
are alive, well the infectiousness 
the living bacilli. 

Moreover, the method can ap- 
plied when only few bacilli can 
found. Results can obtained within 
hours, rather than after the pro- 
longed inoculations which 
necessary even bacteriological cultiva- 
tion Hansen’s bacilli were possible. 

Refinements the method have now 
made possible measure the activity 
single Hansen’s bacilli microsco- 
pic observation, the report said. 

“Thus there provided method 
which more rapid and analytical than 
those now applied the study tuber- 
culosis bacilli, which have been culti- 
vated since 1884,” the Hanks report 
stated. “In view the many new things 
which can learned this direct, sim- 
ple means, probably has been good 
fortune that the leprosy bacillus could 
the report concluded. 

Mr. Burgess particularly praised Maj. 
Gen, Leonard Wood, who, after having 
led the fight against yellow fever, turned 
his attention battling so-called lep- 
rosy. While governor-general the 
Philippines, Gen. Wood six years ex- 
panded the institutions there accomo- 
date 7,500 patients. was also 
Gen, Wood’s behest that fund cam- 
paign behalf the battle against 
was organized the early 

Mr, Burgess took over the fund cam- 
paign 1925 and, two years later, after 
Gen. Wood’s death, spearheaded the in- 
corporation the Leonard Wood Mem- 
orial.He was first administrator and 
director the organization, then 
1930 was named its president, post 
still holds. 

Telegrams and messages received in- 
cluded: The Honorable Robert Meyner, 
Governor the State New Jersey; 
Sister Marie Suzanne from France; THE 
STAR staff, Carville, La..; Dr. Eugene 
Kellersberger the American Leprosy 

page 


Damien-Dutton Award 
from page 


Missions, Inc., Florida; Mr. Raphael 
Brown, author, World Survey Catho- 
lic Leprosy Work, Library Congress, 
Washington; Mr. T.N. Jagadisan the 
Indian Leprosy Association India, and 
many others, 

THE STAR staff wired Perry Bur- 
“When your countless friends, 
Hansen’s disease patients throughout 
the world, hear that you have been 
honored with the Damien-Dutton Award 
for 1956, they will rejoice and join with 
extending heartfelt congratula- 
tions. Never was award more richly 
deserved.” 

Mr. Burgess and his attractive wife 
and co-worker, Cora, have visited Car- 
ville many times, and our friendship 
has strengthened through the years, Mr. 
and Mrs. Burgess have 
tically all over the world the interest 
his work. his autobiography, Born 
Those Years, Burgess wrote, “My 
work has taken over the Seven Seas, 
across mountains, and through jungles. 
Mine has been the most absorbing work 
man can do, because attempt 
meet the problems the most tragic, 
the most neglected, and the most gal- 


lant people the face the earth.” 

Mr. Burgess was instrumental hav- 
ing special committees appointed the 
Fifth International Congress Leprosy 
(Havana, 1948) and again the Sixth 
Congress (Madrid, 1953) study the 
social aspects Hansen’s disease. 
served these Committees and con- 
tinues his intensive study the problem 
realizing that Hansen’s disease, prob- 
ably more than any other illness, 
the medical and social problems are in- 
terrelated. 

The first Damien-Dutton Award was 
presented 1953 Stanley Stein, the 
second Award was presented 
Joseph Sweeney, Maryknoll priest who 
founded the “Gate Heaven Lepro- 
sarium” China and now Korea 
working for the same cause, and the 
1955 Award was presented Sister 
Marie Suzanne, SMSM France for her 
scientific discoveries leading the pro- 
duction vaccine and antigen. 


Editor’s Note: The information under 
the sub-caption “Significant Research 
Report,” was obtained from story by- 
lined Walter Shepard, the Sunday 
Times, New Brunwick, New Jersey, 
February 19, 1956, Because certain state- 
ments the report submitted Dr. 


Hanks and read Perry Burgess the 
Damien-Dutton Award luncheon may 
have vital, perhaps revolutionary, 
nificance workers Hansen’s disease 
all over the world, checked with 
Burgess and Dr, Hanks. Mr. Burgess 
plied that the story the New Bruns- 
wick paper was agreement with Dr. 
Hanks’ memorandum which gave 
Mr. Shepard. Dr, Hanks said the Shepard 
story was “essentially straight.” sug- 
gested minor modifications, which, 
course, made. Dr. Hanks and his as- 
sociates the Leonard Wood Memorial 
Laboratory, Harvard, stand high the 
scientific world and statements emana- 
ting from that source would con- 
sidered authoritative. This important 
“new method studying metabolic 
tivity bacilli” will discussed 


more detail forthcoming edition 
THE STAR 
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Bruce Barton, nationally known 
advertising expert, once wrote that there 
are two kinds people the world, 
and used example the two 
Palestine: 

“There are two seas Palestine,” 
wrote. “One fresh, and fish are it. 
Splashes green adorn its banks. Trees 
spread their branches over it. Along its 
shores the children play, 
played when (Christ) was there... 

“The river Jordan makes this sea with 
splashing water from the hills. Men 
build their homes near it, and birds 
their nests and every kind life hap- 
pier because there. 

“The river Jordan flows south into 
another 

“Here splash fish, flutter- 
ing leaf, song birds, children’s 
laughter... The air hangs heavy above 
its water, and neither man nor beast nor 
fowl will drink. 

“What makes this mighty difference 
these neighboring seas? 

“Not the river Jordan. empties the 
same water into both. Not the soil 
which they lie, not the country round 
about, 

“THIS the difference. The Sea 
Galilee receives but does not keep the 
Jordan..For every drop that flows into 
another drop flows out. 

“The other sea shrewder, hoarding 
its income jealously. will not tempt- 
into any generous impulse. 
drop gets keeps. 


“The Sea Galilee gives and lives. 
This other sea gives nothing. 

“It named THE DEAD, 

“There are two seas Palestine. 

“There are two kinds people the 
world.” 

When was asked Mr. Crouch 
make the presentation the Damien- 
Dutton Award today our honored 
guest, naturally looked about for 
example that would better enable 
all appreciate this gentleman’s work: 
and immediately thought the words 
Bruce Barton, 

Perry Burgess whom honor today 
certainly the kind man exemplified 
the sea Galilee: has indeed re- 
ceived the Lord but has not kept 
nor hoarded his treasures. For almost 
every drop time, talent, resources and 
energy received, another drop flow- 
out; nor were the recipients his 
generous giving people who 
could repay kind. Rather they were 
the tragic sufferers Hansen’s Disease 
whose only means recompense were 
the prayerful affections their grateful 
hearts. These they have lavished abun- 
dance upon this man, and 
respected benefactor. 

would impossible this time 
recount detail the 
work Perry Burgess behalf these 
people. say that his was the spirit 
that founded the “Leonard Wood Me- 
morial, American Leprosy Foundation” 
some years ago and which has 
been President these many years just 


begin tell the Through the 
work the Foundation has made 
the world increasingly conscious the 
vast problem involved the handling 
this disease. Through it, also, has 
succeeded getting both the sympa- 
thetic interest the ordinary layman 
the cause the sufferer well 
the professional cooperation and collab- 
oration leprologists from 
portant centers the world the 
struggle against the disease itself. 
from personal observance “the problems 
the most tragic, the most 
and the most gallant people the face 
the earth.” has dramatized the 
hope that springs from their aching 
hearts many, many writings among 
which found the book: “Who 
Walk Alone” winner the first prize 
the “National Book Awards” 1940. 

The past twelve years have seen our 
Damien-Dutton Society grow toward its 
purpose helping the victims Han- 
sen’s Disease. too have been the 
beneficiaries the work our honored 
guest not his personal assistance, 
least his pressing example 
fice. 

honor ourselves therefore, Mr. 
Perry Burgess, presenting you with 
The Damien-Dutton Award for 1956 
the form this plaque... 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Emmett 
Monahan 

Dir. Prop. Faith, 

Trenton, 
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Parker, Richmond, Michigan, 
came calling his Carville friends 
Monday, Feb. 27. was his fifth visit 
here the past six years, Mr. Parker 
Legionnaire and his first interest 
this hospital and the patients came 
through hearing about Legion 
Post Metting. 

While Mr. Parker was chatting with 
us, the tour guide dropped escorting 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Russell Battle 
Creek, Michigan, and the Michigan re- 
sidents who had never met before all 
met here. Mrs. Russell 2nd vice-presi- 
dent Custer Unit 54, Battle Creek, 
and Michigan’s part Legion and 
Auxiliary activities behalf Carville 
patients was the natural turn the 

* * 

The laboratory aspects 
disease were particular interest 
Sister John, medical technician, 
the Medical Mission Sisters, who 
week here the latter part February. 
“Carville wonderful place have 
learned very much and realize now what 
would have missed had gone with- 
out coming here,” she said. 
biochemist, Sister Hilary Ross, took Sis- 
John under her 

Sister John will soon her way 
Kokofu, Gold Coast, West Africa, 
where the Medical Mission Sisters are 
active participants the battle being 
waged bring the benefits modern 
medicine Africa’s towns and villages. 
Kokofu, patients with Hansen’s dis- 
ease line for 


Sister John returned last May from 
Pakistan. She was stationed the Holy 
Family Hospital Rawalpindi where, 
1927, the Order established their 
first hospital, India 
they are known Holy Family Sisters. 
The first hospital was for women 
and children only, the people the area 
being predominantly Moslems whose 
men are dependent medical aid 
women, owing the purdah system. 
they are behind curtain, not allowed 
seen men except those their 
immediate household men doctors, not 
the family, also excluded, How- 
ever, today the Holy Family Hospitals 
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are for the whole family. 

Sister John said that 
with Hansen’s disease come Rawal- 
pindi for treatment, but they have 
facilities for hospitalization they are 
treated out-patient basis. 

The Medical Mission Sisters, which 
Washington, D.C., 1925, Mother 
Anna Dengel, M.D., for the purpose 
providing medically trained Sisters who 
would dedicate themselves the relief 
suffering mission lands. They are 
professionally trained doctors, phar- 
macists, nurses, technicians, dietitians, 
and for other professions essential 
the management hospitals, schools 
nursing and houses religious forma- 
tion different parts the world. The 
Medical Mission Sisters are trained 
meet the standards here the U.S. be- 
fore they are sent out mission fields. 


* * * 


February had the pleasure 
renewing our acquaintance with Dr. 
Howard Moffett (above) who was 
here for week “catch up” new 
developments, any, the care and 
treatment patients with Hansen’s 
disease. first met Dr. Moffett when 
visited this hospital 1947. was 
then his way China where spent 
year Nanking. now his way 
Korea, soon will be. Korea not 
new Dr. Moffett. “It just like going 
home,” said, has lived his 
years that country. 

Moffett was born Pyong-yang, 
Korea, the son Presbyterian mis- 
sionary who 1889 was the first Protes- 
tant missionary settle North Korea, 
Dr. Moffett lived Korea until com- 
pleted High School. 
training was received Wheaton Col- 
lege and was graduated from North- 


western Medical School in- 
terned one year New Orleans, and 
served with the Navy Lieutenant 
until 1947. Following his China 
station, Dr. Moffett returned Korea 
where, before and during the war, 
was charge 150-bed general hos- 
pital and 900-patient settlement for 
Hansen’s disease Taegu. This was 


under the auspices the Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions. 


When the Korean War turned that 
section the world upside down, Dr. 
Moffett and his family were forced 
evacuate Japan. After once leaving 
Korea, the only way could get back 
was return military service. 
rejoined the Navy 1950, and was 
later transferred the Air Force, and 
then spent most the war Taegu. 
Back the states 1952, out service, 
and furlough status with the Presby- 
terian Board Foreign Missions, 
3-year residency internal medi- 
cine Hines Hospital Glen Ellyn, 
just outside Chicago, preparatory 
going back medical missionary 
work Korea. 


and Mrs. Moffett and their four 
children expect sail for Korea May. 


Lt. Col, Clara Raven, Medical Corps, 
Army Hospital, Ft. Rucker, Alabama, 
visited this hospital February 14, Her 
interest stemmed from participating 
evaluation study the sulfone drugs 


held Japan 1952. She pathol- 
ogist. 


The annual spring meeting the 
Louisiana Dermatological Society was 
held February and New 
and Carville. February 25, skin 
specialists from Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Texas, Ar- 
kansas, Tennessee, North and South Car- 
visited this hospital for clinic. 

group medical technologists plus 
several members the teaching staff 
Loyola University, New Orleans, visit- 
Carville February 29, and toured 
the hospital. 


Hansen’s disease one least five 
conditions diseases peculiar sub- 
tropical climates which appear X-Ray 
studies, Dr. Gerard Raap Miami, 
Florida, reported the 
meeting the Southern Medical 
sociation held Houston, Texas. 

Dr. Raap also named malaria, ame 
screw-worm and ainhum, which 
Service. 
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Copies THE STAR will includ- 
the exhibition books and reviews 
and distributed delegates and others 
attending the International Congress 
for the Defense and Social Rehabilita- 
tion the “Leper,” held Rome, 
April 16-18, sponsored the Sovereign 
Military Order Malta. This the 
word from Professor Giuseppe Bendan- 
di, (above) General Secretary the 
Congress. 


Professor Bendandi wrote, 
nal will exhibited the exhibition 
books and reviews dealing with Han- 
sen’s disease. The name THE 
will published with others who have 
contributed the success the Con- 
Christopher Award book, Miracle 
Carville Betty Martin, which will also 
appear the exhibit and later given 
the Library the Center... wish 
you know that when titled the 
Congress did, never intended 
hurt anybody, but simply did so, 
because otherwise nobody especially 
Italy would have known what 
actually meant. also want you know 
that have taken into consideration your 
desire and that will everything pos- 
sible use the word question the 
least possible. Finally, the proceedings 
the Congress, shall report also the 
resolution adopted the Fifth Inter- 
national Congress Leprosy Havana. 
has also been recommended the 
Holy Father, who will receive and speak. 
the Congress members.” 
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Star Reporter 


World lecturer, author and 


artist, Elizabeth Williams. 
liams was with the American Red 
for six years overseas Recreation 
Director. Her latest book Cli- 
nic” first hand experiences 
rural life the Punjab, stressing 
health problems. 1952 Mrs. Williams 
gave her fashionable New York pent- 
house apartment out India 
voluntary health worker. 


Except for the daily papers Rome, 
and perhaps some coverage the wire 
services, THE STAR will probably 
the first journal carry reports direct 
from the Congress Rome. 
This possible because our good friend, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Williams, will THE 
STAR’s reporter the Congress. Eliza- 
beth writes, stay the job with 
the photos and reports, hurling them 
you they come out.” 


Mrs. Williams will the program 
the Congress, reading paper 
“Leprosy Rehabilitation the North 
Punjab.” Her paper based 
work the Philadelphia Hospital, Am- 
bala City, Punjab, India, where she has 
been volunteer worker for the past 
two years. 

Mrs. Williams now furlough and 
following the Congress Rome, she 
will the United States for four 
months. Part that time will spent 
with her son New Orleans and, 
course, she planning visit her 
Carville friends. Elizabeth visited here 
January 1952. Her most recent letter, 
dated February 20, 1956, was from the 
Schiefflin Leprosy Research Hospital, 
Karigiri, South India, where she was 
the guest Miss Ruth Thomas, the 
number-one physiotherapist India. 
From Karigiri, Mrs. Williams will 
Colombo, Ceylon, from where she takes 
ship Djibonti, and train across 
large leprosarium outside Addis 
want visit,” she wrote. 


ALA Supports Research 


Hansen’s Disease 


The American Legion Auxiliary, 
the past ten years, has contributed almost 
One Hundred Thousand the 
Leonard Wood Memorial for research 
Hansen’s disease. exact, the 
period beginning 1954 June 
1955, their contribution amounted 
total $95,715.83. The contribution 
the Memorial came from approximately 
1,200 Units the Auxiliary, each 
Unit contributing average five 
dollars annually. 

letter addressed the members 
The American Legion Auxiliary, Mr. 
Perry Burgess, president the Leonard 
Wood Memorial, expressed thanks 
behalf the Board Trustees, the 
ALA for the important and vital part 
the Auxiliary has played helping 
finance the research activities the 
Memorial, whose motto is: “That 
scientific step left untaken that 
any promise finding the solution 
Hansen’s 

During the same period 
the Auxiliary gave the almost 
One Hundred Thousand Dollars, Mr. 
Burgess pointed out that 
deficit, which since 1947 totals 
more than $91,000. Had not been for 
the Auxiliary’s contributions, Mr. Bur- 
gess stated, the would have been 
doubled and the Memorial would have 
been forced greatly curtail its activi- 
ties despite the encouraging advances 
that have been made. 

his “thank you” letter the Aux- 
iliary, Mr. Burgess calls every Unit 
join the 1,200 who continue give. 
“If they give average little 
five dollars,” Mr, Burgess said, 
past, with high hopes that this ancient 
foe mankind will eradicated.” 

the twenty-eight years 
creation the Leonard Wood Memorial 
has become world known. 
lished International Journal 
Leprosy” which brings the latest scien- 
tific information about the disease 
doctors isolated their work the 
remotest places. maintains depart- 
ment Pathology the island 
Culion, department extensive 
studies Cebu, both the Philippines, 
and clinical studies examining the com- 
parative effectiveness various 
ising drugs. These investigations are be- 
ing carried four widely 
parts the world. the United 
maintains laboratory Bacteriology 
and Immunology Harvard 
School, manned five full time scien- 
tists. 

this writing, are proud re- 
port that have STAR subscriptions 
from American Auxiliary Units 
bia, Canal Zone and Alaska. 
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Mrs. Ruby Ward (right) gives the keys the station wagon Mrs. Aline Stribbling, 


president the local unit, while Joe Martinez, commander the B.L. Spann Post 183, 


The American Legion, looks 


“Isn’t beauty?” was the commeut 
heard all sides Sunday afternoon, 
March 11, when the swanky 1956 Buick 
Estate Wagon was driven the patio 
admired and inspected patients 
gathered there for the presentation. This 
the fourth Buick station wagon that 
the American Legion pur- 
chased and presented the local Post 
and Unit used take patients 
authorized vacations, and for Sunday 
afternoon drives and outings. The first 
one was presented 1946, and three 
year intervals new one has been pur- 
chased replace the old one. 

Mrs. Ruby Ward, Kingswood, 
Virginia, national president the 
merican Legion Auxiliary flew here 
make the presentation. She 
pained Mrs. Melba Jenkins, Shreve- 
port, national executive committee wo- 
man; Mrs, Dora Hitzman, president 
the Nicholson Unit 38, Baton Rouge, 
and Edgar Dayries, son the Louisiana 
department president, Mrs. Hattie Day- 
ries, who was attending executive 
committee meeting the Auxiliary 
New Orleans, previous 
Mrs. L.L. Cormick, Destre- 
han, Carville Hospital chairman for the 
department Louisiana met the group 
here. 

Mrs. Aline Stribbling, president 
the local auxiliary unit, pinned 
chid Mrs. Ward, but was quite sur- 
prised have the national president 
turn pin one her. The local Iberville 
Salon 554, Eight and Forty, had cor- 
sage white carnations for Mrs. Jen- 
kins which Petite Chapeau, Mary 
Broussard pinned on. 

After taking pictures the beautiful 
station wagon and the Auxiliary digni- 
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taries, the group assembled the Bam- 
boo room the recreation building. 
Rickman, Jr., Director Community 
Activities, welcomed Mrs. Ward be- 
half the hospital, and thanked her 
organization for the many outstanding 
services that the Auxiliary has performed 
for the patients here. Aline Stribbling 
expressed the gratification the local 
unit for Mrs, Ward’s visit and asked 
Mrs. Jenkins present the president. 
Carvillians came know Melba quite 
well last year when she served 
ment president and were glad 
have her here. She said that made her 
happy able bring Mrs. Ward 
see us. 

Mrs. Ward visited here last Spring 
when she was serving national reha- 
bilitation chairman the Auxiliary, 
and she said that was good see all 


Elder, Mrs. McCormick, Mrs. Jenkins, 
Hitzman, Mrs. Stribbling and Mrs. 
ard. 


once more. She spoke her 
travels Panama, Puerto Rico and 
Haiti, giving some the highlights 
her visit each country. Then she said, 
“Aline, you are president the local 


First Lady the American Le- 
gion Auxiliary Mrs. Ruby Ward 


American Legion Auxiliary Unit, 
giving you the keys the station wagon. 
All you remember that wherever you 
this new car one million women 
the American Legion Auxiliary are with 
you. Use this car and enjoy it, but 
going the first one take trip 
it, for this afternoon being taken 
New Orleans Hotel it.” Noth- 
ing could have pleased the local Legion- 
naires and Auxiliary members more 
than having the privilege sending 
Mrs. Ward and Mrs, Jenkins New 
Orleans the car the first passengers. 

Mrs. McCormick, long-time worker 
for everything concerning patients here, 
recounted the history the station wag- 
ons given the Auxiliary saying, “We 
thank you not only for the many fine 
gifts that the American Legion Auxili- 
ary has presented this hospital, but 
also for the security the patients feel 
knowing that the Auxiliary and the Le- 
gion are behind them. They have come 
look the two organizations for help 
when needed, and turn has become 
Auxiliary not let them down.” 

Chaplain Carl Elder, who had 
handled the many details the pur- 
chase the new car for the Auxiliary, 
expressed his appreciation for the un- 
derstanding Mrs, Ward 
throughout the business arrangements. 
Mr. Elder member the local 
Legion Post and Mrs, Elder member 
the Unit. 

seemed those who watched 
the murky skies, and sudden downpours 
much that Sunday with apprehen- 
sion, that the good Lord was smiling 
the assemblage for suddenly 
right moment the bright 
through the clouds, bathing all 
and the new car 
must also smile His approval the 
varied activities the American Legion 
Auxiliary for they are doing much 
help many hospitals every- 
where. 

The first group for Sunday 
afternoon ride the new car were 
members the local B.L. Spann Unit 
188, American Legion Auxiliary. 


National Presid Auxiliary Stati 
A 


has been quite some time since 
have heard anything all whether 
not the plans film Chantal, from 
the novel Guy des Cars, would mate- 
carried review the novel 
(STAR. March 1955), and later 
sues considerable information gleaned 
from Hollywood movie columns about 
the proposed 

Now comes word from Paris that the 
picture will made, was re- 
ported news interview with Mau- 
reen published France Soir, 
January 28, 1956. The news clip was 
sent Dr. Chaussinand, Pasteur 
Institute, Paris. Such things seem 
reach with uncanny inevitability. 

had the newspaper clipping trans- 
lated and, essence, this what France 
Soir said: 


“Maureen gorgeous red head 
with green eyes, vedette Hollywood 
Westerns, who just spent two days 
Paris, before returning Hollywood 
via Dublin, where she has sister the 
convent, told yesterday with vehe- 
mence: 

will play the movies the role 
Chantal, heroine “The Impure” 


They Will Film Chantal 


novel Guy des Cars, 
will kill myself. But, another actress 
plays the role, she that will kill.’ 

“Maureen O’Hara will play ‘The 
Impure’ filmed next spring and 
produced William Castle. Scratched 
Siamese cat, this beautiful person 
will become leper and will 
for eight years for her beauty and her 
life island the Pacific. Cured, 
she will return Paris, but, following 
sentimental disillusions, she will return 
the leprosarium (in the novel, the 
locale Mokogai, Settlement the 
Fiji Islands) this time take care 
her old fellow sufferers. 

“The picture will filmed Holly- 
wood, where the Hotel Paris, where 
Maureen stopped order familiarize 
herself with the will 

“Besides Maureen O’Hara, the cast 
will include Claude Rains, Frederic 
March, Mario Lanza and perhaps, Spen- 
cer Tracy.” 


our request, Willard Stewart, Van 
Nuys, California, Grand Chef Gare 
nia, contacted Mr. Alperson the Ed- 
ward Alperson Productions, who own 


(the title the book the 


The first issue the Catholic Lep- 
rosy Bulletin has been published. 
modest beginning, one sheet, printed 
both sides, “Bulletin Information 
---for Missionaries Engaged Anti- 
Leprosy Service.” The name the edi- 
not given but the Bulletin directs 
that all correspondence addressed 
Laboratory Research Leprosy, 
Rue Plat, Lyon, Rhone, France. This 
laboratory headed Sister Marie 
Suzanne. 

The Bulletin carries the acceptances 
Dr. Jose Rodriguez, Manila, Philip- 
pines Public Health Service, 
Fr. Hemerijokx, head the Belgian 
Leprosy Centre, Madras, India, mem- 
bers the Editorial Board. also 
carries statements from Dr. Rolla Wol- 
cott, Carville, La.; Dr. Guillermo 
brio, Argentina; Dr. Michele Blanc, who 
has organized the Catholic Leprosarium 
Nden Cameroun, Africa; and Dr. 
Montestruo, Director the Pasteur In- 
stitute Fort-de-France, Martinique, 
all whom recognized the need for the 
Bulletin and promised cooperation. 

was stated that the Bulletin the 
realization hope, the first step 
the organization Catholic missionaries 
throughout the world engaged anii- 
leprosy service. The need such or- 
ganization has been felt all these 
workers. Protestant are 
admirably organized. are not.” 

According the Bulletin, although 
Catholic workers are caring for 74,000 


New Publications Launched 


Hansen’s disease patients throughout the 
world, there were only five Catholic 
clerical and religious delegates present 
the Sixth International Congress 
Leprology Madrid 1953. They were 
two Sisters St. Vincent Paul 
the staff Carville (Sister Laura, phar- 
macist, and the well known scientist, bio- 
chemist Sister Hilary Ross); two mem- 
bers the Marist Missionary Sisters, 
Sister Magdalen, M.D., Superintend- 
ent the Hansen’s Home, Jamaica, and 
Sister Marie Suzanne, director the on- 
Catholic Research Laboratory Lep- 
rosy, Lyon, France. And single priest, 
the Rev. Joseph Sweeney the Mary- 
knoll Fathers, expelled from the asylum 
directed China, and now 
Korea. 

“From the exchange ideas these 
five delegates came the resolution 
publish the Catholic Information Bul- 
letin. With this hope keep one 
another informed what being done 
and should done the fight against 
leprosy our various institutions.” 

The Bulletin credited Raphael Brown, 
Library Congress, Washington, D.C., 
with making the first advance. After 
world wide research, Mr. 
lished World Survey Catholic Leprosy 
Work, 


* * * 


zine, official organ the Patients 
sociation the Hospital 


the film rights the story. Mr. Stewart 
formerly worked the office 
tion picture studio. has visited Car- 
interest our educational program. Mr. 
Stewart wrote: “Mr. Alperson told 
they are definitely going make the 
picture, and probably this year, Thev 
have cast selected yet. said that 
certainly would like have that cast 
mentioned France Soir but would 
take whole lot more money than 
has the picture with. They 
emphasize the romance, with the disease 
and hospitalization serving only back- 
ground. Mr. Alperson said that very 
well acquainted with THE STAR and 
that one your subscribers, 
said there will nothing gruesome 
the picture and that sure you folks 
will approve when the picture 
made.” 

will not approve unless the ab- 
surdities and scientific 
the novel are deleted from the film ver- 
sion, not mention the objectionable 
terminology, Mr. des Cars, the author 
Chantal, has been called French 
Mickey Spillane,” who reveals active 
imagination without knowledge and 
preference for the horrific and macabre.” 


Havana, Cuba. Rincon made its debut 
December 1955. The first issue, print- 
all Spanish, 32-page journal 
dedicated the purpose “teaching 
the world know what Hansen’s dis- 
ease and not and solicit under- 
standing that the victims wil! 
find courage and hope which will help 
them complete recovery and physical 
re-establishment, asks the public 
read Rincon, assist the patients 
their problems, give their moral 
material cooperation that dis- 
chargees will find social readjustment 
and rightful place society.” 


doctors and distinguished Cuban 
physicians, well patients, contri- 
bute articles, poems and essays Rin- 
con, among them Dr. Miguel Gon- 
zales Prendes, Dr. Aristides Vega Coro- 
minas, Oscar Jimenez Cabrera, president 
the Patients Association, Manuel 
Gonzales Perez, and many others, 


References are made Carville and 
THE STAR, and Rincon, its first 
issue carries tribute Dr. F.A, Johan- 
sen, Carville’s former Medical Officer 
Charge. 
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Coins for Use Patients with Hansen’s Disease 


John Goldman, Cincinnati, Ohio 


Reprinted from Journal the History Medicine and Allied Sciences, 
October 1955, Volume Number The Journal, edited John Fulton, 
M.D., published quarterly from the Department the History Medicine, 
Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut. 

are indebted Dr, Fulton for persission reprint this article. Ed, 


Fig. Philippine Health Service. 


The unholy fear contact with pa- 
tients suffering from Hansen’s disease 
(leprosy) was extended even coins 
which these unfortunate patients had 
judice are the writer’s possession. One 
these coins (Fig. was obtained 
from Dr. Ezra Hurwitz, who has been 
charge the Palo Seco Leprosarium 
the Canal Zone for many years. Un- 
der difficult circumstances has done 
marvelous work. The history the de- 
velopment coinage for this leprosar- 
ium given Mrs. Hurwitz letter 
January 1955, which also the 
writer’s possession. 

When General Gorgas first undertook 
the sanitation the Panama Canal 
1904, there were few families who 
were living outcasts the Maranon 
beach Panama City because there 
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were few cases leprosy amongst 

General Gorgas gathered these cases 
leprosy and took care them the 
Empire Hospital until the colony 
Palo Seco was ready receive them 
1907. 

About 1919 with the introduction 
chaulmoogra oil the treatment 
leprosy there were considerable 
provements made the Colony, and 
(it) was then decided give patients 
much opportunity (as possible) 
earn money doing the work necessary 
the Colony and (by) giving them 
plots land for cultivation 
chasing the produce for use the Col- 
ony. 

Among the other improvements made 
that time coins were issued for the 
patients, used the Colony only 


because the idea money that had 
been handled patients with leprosy 
afterward being handled other per- 
sons outside the Institution was repug- 
nant, and that time was thought 
that the disease could possible trans- 
mitted such contact. The coins were 
issued the same denominations 
U.S. currency. 

The money was made follow- 
ing denominations: five cents, 
brass with square hole; ten cents, 
twenty-five, fifty, and one dollar, 
aluminum and round was 
the Colony until recently, 

Another example coinage for such 
colony was the money used Culion 
the Philippines (Fig. 2), speciman 
which listed Horatio Robinson 
Storer, Medicine Nummis (1931), 
4366. Here the values were centavos 
and pesos. important note that 
both colonies used the coins until recent- 
ly. also interesting that both cases 
was the United States Government 
which issued the coinage. That least 
one other nation had similar coinage 
clear from Storer’s No. 5119, from the 
Leprosy Hospital Maracaibo, Ven- 
ezuela, where the values were 
ivars. The matter interest not only 
the writer but also Stanley Stein, 
editor THE STAR, which publish- 
patients the U.S. Public Health 
Service Hopital Carville, Louisiana. 
Further information such coinage 
invited, 

Note: John Goldman, 15, High Sshool 
student. comes his interest Han- 
sen’s disease naturally his father Dr. Leon 


Goldman Professor Dermatology the 
University Cincinnati. 
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Theatre Carville 


Herman Wouk’s smash-hit play “The 
Caine Mutiny Court-Martial,” 
stranger us. read the Talking 
Book edition Mr, Wok’s Pulitzer-prize 
winning novel Caine Mutiny which 
the play based and this, like all Talk- 
ing Books, superbly recorded pro- 
fessional reader. added bound vol- 
ume the play our collection 
“Fireside Theatre” and when the screen 
version Caine Mutiny showed here 
went hear, not see, the offi- 
cers and men the “Caine.” this 
time, Lt. Stephen Maryk, Lt. Barney 
Greenwald and Lt. Comdr. Philip Fran- 
cis Queeg and the other characters had 
almost come life for almost, but 
not quite. This did not happen until 
sat the court martial, felt 
that did (actually were sitting 
the edge our seat) the evening 
Sunday, March 11, when the Baton 
Rouge Little Theatre produced “The 
Caine Mutiny Court Martial” here, One 
completely forgot that was the play. 
were there there the General 
Court-Martial Room the Twelfth 
Naval District, San Francisco, experienc- 
ing the suspense, the tensions, the fear 
and all the excitement that man 
trial must feel “my goose cooked, 
it?” the world the theatre, 
they call this kind audience response 
“empathy.” this good? It’s the top! 

The “Caine Mutiny Court Martial” 
play two acts and the action, ex- 
cept for the final scene the second act, 
takes place the General Court-Mar- 
tial Room, The final scene the ban- 
quet room the Hotel Fairmont, San 
Francisco. has all-male cast, 
iniscent such plays “Journey’s 
End.” The Baton Rouge cast gave 
sincere and convincing performance. 
there were any individual standouts, 
was because they had meatier parts. This 
was the case with Wallace Dommert 
Maryk, Thomas Collens 
wald and Bob Peters Queeg. Peters 
had particularly unsympathetic role 
and handled ably. Lee Edwards 
directed. Mr. Edwards first all 
artist, otherwise could not achieve 
the artistic unity which seems mark 
his productions, least those that 
have seen Under his guidance, the 
Baton Rouge Little Theatre has emerged 
one the leading groups the State 
and probably the South. Carville 
had the premiere performance 
“Caine.” opened Baton Rouge 
March for ten-day run and received 
rave notices. The playhouse the Baton 
Rouge Little Theatre Ryan 
port, considerable distance from the 
city. The group would like have 
playhouse town. They should have 
it. The standard excellence the Ba- 
ton Rouge Little Theatre productions 
credit the city and this entire 
area. 


Treat 


concord sweet sounds filled the 
theatre the evening March 16, 
when the Esso Men’s and Women’s Com- 
bined Choruses Baton Rouge were 
heard concert here. The men’s chorus 
was under the direction Loren 
Davidson, accompanist Robert Dix. The 
women’s chorus was directed Mrs. 
Helen Baker, accompanist James Hud- 
son. Mrs. Baker announced that not one 
her group was professional. “We meet 
once week and rehearse for two hours 
because love sing.” Carville loved 
hear the choruses sing. They offered 
diversified program, The most popu- 
lar numbers were “Cool with 
particularly fine soloists, soprano Betty 
Lou Scott, and baritone John Winkler; 
“Swing Low Sweet Chariot” was beau- 
tifully done, and course, “El Rancho 
Grande” brought down the house. 


Improvements Coming 


Congress has been asked for $800,000 
the General Services Administration 
for additions and improvements the 
Public Health Service Hospital Car- 
ville, according the Washington Bu- 
reau the Baton Rouge Morning Ad- 
vocate, Feb. 21, 1956. 

addition the Carville power 
plant building house fire-fighting 
and other motor equipment planned. 
GSA also hopes air-condition the in- 
firmary building and other space and 
provide sewerage disposal plant. 

Bids black-top the surface the 
road, within the grounds this hospi- 
tal, running front the recreation 
building the fence line the high- 
way were opened March The con- 
tractor will have ninety days which 
complete the work. This should elim- 
inate some our dust problem. And 
while the work progressing the Car- 
ville Sidewalk Superintendents Associ- 
ation will session daily. 
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Party for “Mom” 1956 Model 


Each year our March issue, re- 
cord the birthday one Carville’s 
best loved friends, Mom Miller Shreve- 
port, Louisiana. celebrated her 
78th birthday February 16, and 
Shreveport, where she institution, 
friends gave “party for Mom 1956 
model” the home Mr. and Mrs. 
Truman Thomas. 

“Mom” Miller definite personali- 
very definite one, Let her tell 
bout her own party. 

“Yessir, the party was decided suc- 
cess. There were flowers .everywhere 
Some guests came and went others 
came and stayed. There were 
ties, say nothing the politicos, such 
favorite sheriff (Mom and 
sheriff sometimes entertain with dinner 
clerk court, favorite finance com- 
missioner and favorite insurance 
gent, florists, legionnaires and auxilia- 
res and on. 78th birthday will 
remembered all the days life be- 
cause its many manifestations 
friendship with all its splendor. Any 
heart, young old, would deeply 
touched with delight 
greetings and jolly wishes, say nothing 
actively supporting the hostess’ idea 
providing not only passing bit 
pleasurable excitement, but also last- 
ing and durable addition the things 
implementing broader spread mo- 
rale building both near and iar. 
spirit was indeed raised the very top 
the totem pole.” 

The “manifestations friendship” in- 
cluded damgorgeous RCA tape re- 
use Mom’s own words, ta- 
ble for the tape recorder, new type- 
writer, swivel chair, telegrams, tele- 
phone calls, and bushel birthday 
THE STAR staff and other Car- 
ville friends whom lavishes 
affection and remembrances all year 
round were happy have small part 
the gifts and the party, remote 
control. “Mom” sent generous 


hunk appreciation that won’t rub 
off.” 


write this, “Mom” Miller ex- 
pected any day for visit here. She 
winging her way down from Shreveport 
with Truman Thomas Truman’s 
two-seater plane, Since “Mom” usually 
arrives here loaded with gifts “for 
girls House 16,” and “for this one 
and for that one,” the question how 
will “Mom” manage 
self and her considerable baggage into 
that cloud chariot? 


Reader’s Digest (ABC) presented 
Bell for Okinawa” January 23. This 
the story Dr. Rolf Von Scorebrand and his 
successful quest for church bell for the pa- 
tients the Settlement Okinawa. 
The program was not seen this area, but 
friends THE STAR applauded well 
done. 
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One Good Turn Asketh Another 


4 
4 


Mrs. Florence Brillhart (above) 
Hobart, Oklahoma, valued friend 
THE STAR, recently had the thrilling 
experience having her first book pub- 
lished. extend our warmest congrat- 
ulations. Mrs. Brillhart’s book, 
Together Praise Him, was released 
January 23, 1956, Fleming Re- 
vell Company, one the leading pub- 
lishers religious books the United 
States, England and Scotland. 

“Together Praise Him,” says 
Edith Copeland her review The 
Daily Oklahoman, Oklahoma City, 
January 22, “serves two definite 
charge group worship plan meet- 
ing. Its broader function stresses the re- 
lationship between religion and mental 
health, although the phrase ‘mental 
health’ does not appear the text, 

“Together Praise Him stresses the 
importance struggle, patience, 
overcoming discouragement with con- 
tinuous effort. easy lose serenity 
the confusion everyday living, and 
wreck life with negative thoughts and 
tensions. One must work become 
disciplined person.” 

The book, con- 
tains devotional services built 
around interest centers such flowers, 
and other obtainable objects. Some 
the topics are Among 
the Best Medicine,” 
“Overcoming Fear and Worry,” “Match 
Your Handicap with Hope,” and “The 
Importance Little Things.” 

Mrs. Brillhart herself speaks her 
book “designed for women churches 
all denominations, clubs, and other 
groups guide them leading devo- 
tions. Public speakers and Sunday 
School teachers also will find helpful 
illustrating their talks and weekly 
lessons.” 

Mrs, Brillhart’s book had 
rate launching. letter THE 


1956 


STAR she said, “I’m caught tight 
schedule autographing parties, radio 
and speech appearances, 
fees, etc., for two weeks so.” There 
were parties Sentinel, 
Hobart, Tulsa, Okmulgee 
cities and towns Oklahoma where 
Mrs. .Brillhart well known for her 
church and club work. 

While this the first book published 
for Mrs. Brillhart, she has written over 
200 articles which have appeared 
denominational magazines and 
newspapers. She has also had few 
articles published from time time 
national magazines such Your Life 
and Life Today. addition, Mrs, 
hart has carried out special assignments 
for church groups, such the model 
study program Hansen’s disease 
which she prepared for the Woman’s 
Missionary Union, Auxiliary 
Southern Baptist Convention. The pro- 
gram was published “Royal Service” 
(July 1953), monthly publication 
Southern Baptists. was during her 
paration this program that had 
considerable correspondence with Mrs. 
Brillhart. Mrs. Brillhart’s 8-page article 
containing the program outline “Roy- 
Service” brought THE STAR more 
than 700 requests for sample copies and 
about 100 new subscriptions from many 
parts the country. Nor did Florence 
Brillhart’s interest Hansen’s disease 
and the social problems patients and 
ex-patients end completion her 
assignment. recent letter she wrote, 
still interested your vital work 
and will always helping when can 
that worthy field.” 

Because Mrs. Brillhart’s interest, her 
Sunday School class recently entered 
subscription THE STAR for the City 
Library Hobart, Oklahoma. 

Carville’s Chaplain Carl Elder des- 
cribes Together Praise Him con- 
taining suggestions that can 
adapted for almost any group. The sub- 
jects are well chosen and the programs 
well planned,” 

Together Praise Him stands 
its own merit, but this story furthers 
the sale Mrs. Brillhart’s book, 
hope will, are paying, least 
part, debt gratitude owe 
Florence Brillhart. believe 
proverb, “One good turn asketh anoth- 
The book would certainly make 
appropriate Easter gift, sells for $2.00, 
plus ten cents postage, and may or- 
dered from: 


Baptist Book Store, 
208 N.W. Street, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Lewis Meyer Book Store, 
3401 Peoria, Tulsa, Okla, 


very helpful our work receive 
renewals prior expiration. Your expira- 
tion date beside your name each issuc. 


TAR 


Hospitals for Hansen’s Disease 


Under The American Flag 


Addendum: THE STAR (January 
1956) carried feature article titled 
“Hospitals for Hansen’s Disease under 
the American Flag.” this article, 
compiled basic information the six 
hospitals for Hansen’s disease under the 
American flag one only continen- 
tal United States here, Carville, La., 
and five others our territories and 
possessions, two Hawaii, one the 
Canal Zone, one Puerto Rico and 
one the Virgin Islands. 

the same issue THE STAR, 
was noted that the hospital for Han- 
sen’s disease Tinian, the Marianas, 
operated the U.S. Navy, was closed 
June 30, 1955, and that small group 
the Tinian patients still requiring 
hospitalizition (all others had been dis- 
charged and returned their homes) 
were transferred two small hos- 
pitals opened Yap and Ponape, 
sites accessible the medical person- 
nel the hospitals those areas. 

Since the publication that article, 
THE STAR received the following let- 
ter (February 1956) from D.H. Nuck- 
er, Acting High Commissioner, Trust 
Territory the Pacific Islands, Agana, 
Guam, 

“Reference made your inquiry 
addressed the Naval Administration 
Saipan concerning hospitals for Han- 
sen’s disease patients located that area 
the Trust Territory the Pacific 
Islands administered this office. 
our thought that the following infor- 
mation may helpful you: 

hospitals for Hansen’s disease 
patients are operation this area. 

“The leprosarium Ponape, where 
the daily count averages 25, cares 
for lepromatous patients from Truk and 
Ponape; that Yap, where the daily 
count averages six seven, cares for 
patients the Yap-Wolei areas. Tuber- 
culoid-type patients are treated the 
pitals. 

“Noninfectious patients 
dled each our six base hospitals 
located district centers without re- 
ference either leprosarium.” 


Reprints “Hansen’s disease 
under the American flag” are available 
from THE STAR. charge. 
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have many calls from college students 
and others for just the information stated 
your article, “Hospitals for Hansen’s Dis- 
ease under the American Flag,” the Jan- 
issue THE STAR. appreciate 
your offer send reprints. could 
use 300. 

H.L. Elias, Executive Secretary 

Leonard Wood Memorial 

New York, N.Y. 

The January 1956 issue THE STAR 
with its most informative descriptions 
the hospitals “under the American flag” 
good that would like 1,000 reprints 
the article. The whole edition very excel- 
lent usual. 

Raymond Currier, Adm. Sec’y. 
American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 
New York, N.Y. 


were pleased supply the Memorial 
and the Missions with the —Ed. 
* 


appreciate your thoughtfulness send- 
ing copy the January issue THE 
STAR which reported the First Conference 
“Progress and Potentials Leprosy Investi- 
zations.” Your report this meeting 
commended. 

Chapman Binford, 

Chief, Laboratory for the Investiga- 

tion Leprosy 

Armed Forces Institute Pathology 

Walter Reed Army Hospital 

Washington, D.C. 
* * * 

enclosing check for one dollar. 
Please send all future publications 
THE STAR. recently enjoyed two-day 
stay Carville, and would like 
informed all activities there. 


Howard Henderson 

The Henry Phipps Institute 

For the Study, Treatment and Pre- 
vention Tuberculosis 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Henry Phipps Institute the Univer- 
sity Pennsylvania has world-wide rep- 
utation anti-tuberculosis work, which 
field has tackled the problem broad 
front, highlighting the fundamentals such 
prevention, studying the social problems, 
treatment, research, education, etc. Dr. Es- 
mond Long the director the 
and Florence Seibert, one the staff, 
well known for her work the proteins 
the tubercle bacillus. 

therefore special interest that Dr. 
Long, Miss Seibert and Mr. Henderson have 
received Federal Grant for two-year re- 
search project concerned with 
the proteins the Hansen’s bacillus. The 
Hansen‘s bacillus said contain cover- 
ing proteins similar that the bacil- 
lus that causes tuberculosis. hoped that 
the results obtained from this study will 
helpful the diagnosis and promote 
better understanding it. —Ed. 

* * 

the article page the January 
1956 issue THE STAR which you men- 
tioned illness, there are few angles 
want elaborate bit, knowing you 
like accuracy your stories. 

Miss Vissia stationed Lupwe, miles 
east Mkar. She and two African workers 
for 800 patients. Dr. Kok and 
visit there periodically for supervision. 
wife and are stationed the Benue Lep- 
rosy Settlement Mkar, where there are 
900 patients, and 40-bed hospital, operat- 
ing room, laboratory and pharmacy. Mr. 
Voedolff administers the entire leprosy pro- 
gram the Province and Dr. Kok and 
supervise the medical and surgical treat- 
ment for 8,000 patients 900 the Settle- 
ment and the 7,000 others villages and 
out-patient clinics scattered over the 
Province.- Lepromatous cases are treated as 
in-patients and tuberculoid ones as out-pa- 
tients (provided close enough 
one the clinics). 

getting along well and hope, 
goes well, able leave the Sanitorium 
five weeks. wife and will probably 
remain here Chicago for another six 


Mail Bag 


months complete recuperation. 


Herman Gray, M.D. 
Cicero, 


Dr. Gray former member the res- 
ident medical staff this hospital, are 
glad that Dr. Gray well his way 
—Ed. 

* * * 

Many thanks for your telegram, which 
not only pleased me, but was very bright 
light the whole staff Medic. 

had many favorable comments re- 
garding the program, “The Home Coming” 
and hope will bring the public what 
been striving towards for long. 

Lonnie D’Orsa, 

Production Manager 

Medic Productions 

Hollywood, Calif. 

feel very sad that the time has now 
come for retire from Africa, after 
years, and return native land. 
address will London. shall pleased 
THE STAR. 

The October number has just reached me, 
and must confess that still fills want 
reading matter. always look forward 
its coming. 

Being now years age, the fire still 
burns within prove conclusively the 
feel sure that right, but must have 
further proof and hope able con- 
tinue with microscope England. 

Bernard Moiser, 
Kenya, Africa 


have corresponded with Dr. Moiser 
almost from the inception THE STAR 
and with some his European patients 
Ngomahura (HD) Hospital. Fort Victoria, 
Southern Rhodesia, Africa, where Dr. Moiser 
was medical superintendent for years 
until resigned 1946. Dr. Moiser’s pa- 
tients were devoted him and one them, 
British ex-serviceman, once wrote us, “Dr. 
Moiser has come near understanding 
the feelings one affected possible 
for any person come without actually 
himself being sufferer.” Dr. Moiser stressed 
proper psychological well medical 
approach Hansen’s disease, and suc- 
cessful were his methods that achieved 
the exceptional discharge figure per 
cent all cases admitted. Dr. Moiser holds 
his firm conviction, based many years 
experience the field that Hansen’s 
disease not directly transmissible from 
man man but believes that there must 
some intermediate host carrier. has 
written number papers this subject 
for highly reputable scientific journals, and 
though most his medical colleagues 
not agree wih his concept, they respect his 
sincerity. Dr. Moiser staunch proponent 
new terminology, and continues all 
can get rid the word leprosy. 
know that Dr. Moiser’s love for study and for 
his fellowman will not permit him 
the full sense the word, but deserves 
taste the blessings rest and contem- 
plation after long years diligent service. 
wish him continued good health and the 
best everything. —Ed. 

= 

After looking quite bit the 
especially the Pacific, have decided 
Hawaii the place want stay. 

ease” (no doubt you’ve heard Dr. Cochrane 
say, “Hansen didn’t have it! Hansen didn’t 
describe it! It’s not Hansen’s @isease!” But 
for part don’t care what you call it, 
long the things are done which need 
done). But still with the Depart- 
ment Health, now Assistant Chief, 
Pureau of Geriatrics, Cancer Control and 
Venereal Disease Control. That also includes 
chronic disease general, with heart dis- 
ease and diabetes special interests. 

was happy see Dr. Cochrane when 
through Hawaii, and attend his 
clinic Hale Mohaiu. never lose 
interest, of course. It has been a real pleasure 
meet several former patients here 


Honolulu. 

The review Doctor the Islands was 
interesting, visited the Cook islands 
the survey, and have also visited 
Mokogai. tried hard encourage 
authorities care for their patients nearer 
home, rather than send them thousands 
miles away. And had the pleasure 
learning that report New had 
influenced the authorities the Gilbert 
Islands stop sending “closed” away 
ior treatment. 

Mrs. Sloan and had the pleasure visit- 
Dr. and Mrs. Austin their home 
New Zealand (Dr. Austin the former medi- 
cal superintendent the Mokogai Set- 
tlement the Fijis), where generz! 
practice after retiring from the 
service. 

Norman Sloan, M.D. 
Honolulu, Hawaii 


Much, not most, Dr. Sloan’s profes- 
sional career has been the field Han- 
sen’s disease and regret that 
longer actively working it. did not 
always agree certain aspects the prob- 
lem particularly terminology, but recog- 
nize Dr. Sloan one the comparatively 
few outstanding experienced medical men 
the this special field. need more 
such men and cannot afford lose even one 
the few now it. former medical mis- 
sionary, Dr. Sloan served Liberia from 
1928 1935. 1936 went the Virgin 
tslands where part his time was given 
the care patients the Settlement 
St. Croix. 1941 Dr. Sloan became medi- 
cal director the famed Kalaupapa 
Settlement the Island Molokai from 
which post resigned 1950. recent 
years Dr. Sloan has been working for the 
South Pacific Commission, conducting sur- 
veys Hansen’s disease the Trust Terri- 
tory the Pacific Islands. His published 
reports this work indicate thorough 
job, well done, and understand his recom- 
mendations were most helpful. 


When Dr. Sloan was Kalaupapa and 
published his first report the use sul- 
fones HD, credited THE STAR, part, 
for the introduction sulfone therapy 
Kalaupapa. Although Dr. Sloan 
critical some statements THE STAR, 
and some his criticism was most con- 
structive, has been one our staunch 
supporters through the years. Each year 
renews from ten fifteen subscriptions 
THE STAR which underwrites for friends 
and libraries Hawii and elsewhere. 

Yes, have heard Dr. Cochrane’s rather 
amusing and absolute rejection the term 
“Hansen’s disease.” Dr. 
the term utterly and with such finality, but 
without sting. One would have get 
pretty early the morning match wits 
with our good friend, Dr. Cochrane, and 
are certainly not his league, not even 
bat boy, but cannot resist the tempta- 
tion comment. Granted, Hansen didn’t 
have Hansen’s disease, but Buerger didn’t 
have Buerger’s disease either, Hodgkin, 
Hodgkin’s disease, and on. exampies 
are numerous. “Hansen didn’t describe it,” 
—maybe not. least, was not the first 
describe the disease, but not much 
more importance that was the first 
identify the specific organism which the 
medical world accepts the cause the 
disease, and was the first describe that 
particular organism often referred 
medical literature bacillus. 
Moreover, understand the science and 
symptoms this disease are not signifi- 
cant the diagnostician the presence 
absence the bacillus. fact, 
the foundation modern concepts Han- 
sen’s disease, diagnosis, transmission, con- 
cetera, all seem revolve around 
the bacteriological factor for which Hansen 
resvonsible. So, not far fetched 
call Hansen’s dsease. —Ed. 

ok 


The January 1956 issue THE STAR has 
arrived. most interesting and instruc- 
tive. 

Lawrence Judd 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
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was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance zaraath. The unfortunate notion that zaraath Hansen’s dis- 
case has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many dif- 
jerent diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Lendrum, Tas, Gramberg, 
MacArthur, etc.). Reprints some these are available from THE STAR. 

International medical experts agree that any scheme for the control 
will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

Biblical with the disease are major factor the leprophobia 
and change terminology would contribute saner public 
point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would 


jictally change the name the disease, 


world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probabie 
that most cases the susceptibility familal. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. This statement supported recommen- 
dations the American Public Health Association (Control 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA re- 
commendations are with U.S, Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded sixty-one ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 


Visitors, with the exception children under 13, are ad- 
mitted freely. The general visiting adolescents not en- 


couraged. Visitors are not required take any special pre- 

Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
lor periods month. 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable all 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * * * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 

PROBLEM Once that determined, the 6,000- 


year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc, With but one possible exception native this 
endemic not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 

* * * * 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* * * * 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermom, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * * * 

Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N.H., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 


N.D. specifically have restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* + * 
man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half 


the patients now Carville could sit unnoted any 
social gathering. 
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World Health Day 1956 


Sponsored the World Health Organization, specialized agency the 
United Nations. 


goal “the attainment all people the highest possible level 
health,” 


This year’s World Health Day theme, “Destroy Disease-Carrying Insects,” 
focuses attention the most daring task ever undertaken the field 
public health eradication malaria and relentless war against all insect- 
borne diseases. 


Thirty Expert Panels grouping 1,000 the world’s top scientists advise 
WHO technical aspects its programme, keep step with most re- 
cent medical discoveries, and furnish technicians for Expert 
meetings.One WHO’s Expert Panels concerned exclusively with 
sen’s disease, and worthy special note that its 17th session, the 
Executive Board WHO meeting Geneva, Switzerland., January 17, 
1956, “called for more decisive action against leprosy.” “We are the 
threshold the age where leprosy may wiped off the face the earth,” 
member the Board stated. 


The regional operating arm WHO the Americas the Pan American: 
Sanitary Bureau, Washington, D.C. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO:— 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 


Published monthly patients the U.S. Public Health 


Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana. 
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